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the rebels in St. Andrews Castle, John Hamilton
tightened up the prosecution of the adherents of
the reformed religion.
John Knox., who had so far escaped the atten-
tion of the authorities, felt himself in acute danger
under the new heresy hunt organised by Arch-
bishop Hamilton. He proposed to flee from
Scotland. It would have been comparatively easy
to slip over the border into England and find
refuge there. In England, Henry VIII had
divorced the Church from the papacy, but Knox
thought that the new order was little improvement
upon the old. Many of the superstitions and
ceremonies to which he objected had not been
removed, and he turned his eyes to Germany,
where the principles enunciated by Martin
Luther had been largely adopted.
But for the present Knox was not to leave
Scotland. The fathers of his pupils protested when
he mentioned his plans for flight, and pressed him
to stay. Were their sons to be deprived of Knox3s
services ? they asked. Knox appeared to think
it not unreasonable that he should be urged to
hazard his liberty, and perhaps his life, in order
that his pupils should not miss the advantage of
his tuition^ For nearly a year, therefore, he
remained in the vicinity of Haddington, though
whether he took any active part in spreading the
new religion cannot be determined. During this
time he was apparently not troubled by the
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